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Conversations about NTDs from the Chagas Disease Community

We interview Marina Gold, Executive Director of Mundo Sano foundation.

My name is Marina Gold. | am the CEO of Mundo Sano. | am an anthropologist with
a PhD in Anthropology. | can contribute to the foundation with a perspective from
the social sciences, which is ultimately what Chagas disease needs most, since it
is a disease mostly influenced by social context.

What are Mundo Sano's most important lines of work?

The most important line of work in Mundo Sano is to generate evidence with an
impact, to contribute to public policies that have an impact on people's lives.

To identify a problem, work on research, generate a model for implementation, and
be able to measure its impact. Working together with the community, with key
groups, partners and stakeholders.

Do you have any specific goals for the foundation?

We work on some important goals: the strengthening of the primary care system,
we believe that Chagas has to be treated by the health system in primary care; the
interruption of congenital Chagas disease is one of our main objectives, because
we believe that through this mother-child binomial we get to the families and so
we can take Chagas disease out of very silent spaces and bring it to primary care.

An example of this is all the work we do with the ETMI Plus, which is the PAHO
methodology to include Chagas disease in the care of other mother-to-child
transmitted diseases.

We have other objectives, like developing models that are replicable, sustainable,
scalable and transferable through the evidence that we generate on the ground.

What's the role of the Chagas Coalition in achieving these objectives?

The Chagas Coalition is fundamental. It is the vehicle through which the different
partners can unify our efforts, without replicating them. To achieve these goals:
mother-to-child interruption, bringing Chagas disease to primary care, joining
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Chagas to other comprehensive care efforts... This cannot be done by one
organization alone. We have to work in coalition.

What is it like to run the association alongside Silvia Gold?

My aunt still holds the presidency. She was not the founder, the founder was my
grandfather, but she was the one who really made the foundation grow. | have the
privilege of having assumed the governance of a foundation that my grandfather
started and the tranquillity of doing it with the mentoring of my aunt.

A great strength of Mundo Sano is that we are a small foundation, we are an
autonomous non-governmental organization (NGO), but we know a lot about how
the pharmaceutical market works. We have been able to use this expertise and
resources, for example, for the development of Benznidazole, for the registration
of Benznidazole in the United States.

®%¢ Watch it on Youtube.

Chagas Coalition online:

Website: https://coalicionchagas.org/
Bluesky: https://bsky.app/profile/coalicionchagas.bsky.social
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/coalicionchagas/

X (Twitter): https://x.com/CoalicionChagas

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/coalicionchagas/
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/@coalicionchagas
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/coalicionchagas/
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